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Early memibons of the Arlets’ Fellowship.

or 140 years, the Artists’ I"::||r_3w5|".i]_3

has come t the aid of artsts in

EfTher ey, First nrﬁlnizr_wl as the

Helpful Society by artists sharing a

Mew York City studio, the group's
Intention was to provide assistance to artists and
their families in times of “sickness, bereave-
ment, or financial distress.” In 1925, it was
renamed the Artists’ Fellowship and incorpo-
rated in order o receive donations. Through
-areful, professional management of the fellow-
ship’s funds, the group’ original mission has
continued to be fulfilled.
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The president of the fellowship, Mare Mellon, s quick
tor point ok ehae aid is only for professaomal fime artists or
their families.
end painters, or hobbyists. Also, he says, ©
In other words, par-

ticipation in the fellowship is not 3 sort of Insurance poli-

AssiRtance i never given to students, weel-
membership 1s
in no way related to receiving and,”

cy. Akl is allocated based on the decsion of the board of
directars, which mests monthly to review applications. It
mssesses them, Mellon sayvs, “by considening the profes-
sionalism of the applicant, the level of need, and the
nature of the ermnergency,”

The nearly 300 members are dnaded into three cate-
gories: Active {artist), Sustaining (ndividoal non-artast),
and f'.lrg'||1:i:-'.'.l:'||n.1' (corporation or msttution), The
lorgest catepory 15 the Actve group, which comprises
artists who pay 3200 each in annual dues. The Sustaming
members are non=artists who hove an interest in art and
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are often in related professional ficlds. Last, the organiza

ol members are ar |.l|:'!.'h:'|.'li.|':.'|lijl:r]L'.-‘. such as the Salma

iundi Chuby, the Mational Arrs Club, and the Ant Students
League of MNew York, a8 well as Ameriven A, which s
a longtime supporter. The fellowship also grants lifetime
membership to recipients of the Gold Medal. These
members inclode: Everett Raymond Kinstler, Enc
Sloune, Will Barmert, Chen Chi, Louise Nevelson, Jacob
Lawrence, architect Michael Greaves, and the director of
the Buder Insamte of American Am, Dr Louwis A Zona
’|'|'|r|||,|_-_r|'| this collective membership, nearly every art
organization is represented, and this nerworlk is often the
means by which artists in need are e,

The Il!lll:-l.'.-al‘li[:-'a wid rakes a '|'.'|l'in'_'l."rl.' of furms. “There
are elderly and disabled artists who receive monthly assis-
tamce from us, amd other arists who receive assistance
il |:|1|;-_l.' can recover from an illness ar accidenc,” Mel-
lon says, “We have also helped families of artiss who have
died amed left their nese of kin in need, and ardsos who have
had to lay down their painting or seulprure tools oo artemd
to 3 sick family member, We have often assisted an unin-

sured or under-insured |'|!'|.lfl.':'.~i|u|1'.’|| aritst jarred with the
uncxpected costs of a health emergency, and we also give
one-tme assistnce o individual argss in need.” This aid
is given freely, with no stdpalations on how the money can
be spent and no cxpectation of repayment

Although in the process of reviewing an application
board members often call upon the cxpertse of physicians
ar social workers, the applicant’s name is kept in the strictest
of confidentiality. The fellowship docs not allow the dignity
of the artist in need o be undermined in any way,

The members of the fellowship receive a biannoal
newslemer and are invited to an annual awards dinner, This
vears was held May 7 at the National Arts Club in New
York City. The fellowship awarded the Benjamin West
Clinedinst Medal 1o Peter Cox for his achievements of
exveptional artistic merit. The Gari Melcher Medal went o
the Mational Arts Club and O, Aldon James, Jr., the club's
president, for cheir role in supporting the ars.

For more information on membership or aid applica-
oons, write: Artsts’ Fellowship, Inc., Depr. AdA, 47 Fifth
Avenue, New York, INY 10003,
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